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Purpose is to help 

small businesses 

prepare and adapt
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Please ask your question in the comments 

section. We’ll address them at the end.



Background
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Background Long-Standing Federal 

Funding Program
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1977

•Roland Tibbets NSF program

1982

•Small Business Development 
Act 

•Created SBIR program

1992

•Reauthorized

•Small Business Research 
and Development 
Enhancements Act

•Commercialization emphasis

2000

•Reauthorized

•Small Business Innovation 
Research Program 
Reauthorization Act of 2000

2011

•2012 Defense Authorization 
Act

2016

•SBIR/STTR

•2017 National Defense 
Authorization Act

2022

•SBIR and STTR Extension Act 
of 2022

•Included 6 pilot programs

2026

•Here we are again

•SBIES Act

• Small Business Innovation and Economic 

Security Act



Congress and Agency 
Responsibilities

Legislation to 

Directives to Policy
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Congressional 
Reauthorization 

Act

•Establishes congressional direction 

•Prescribes funding

Small Business 
Act

•Actual legislation

•Edit to incorporate Act

SBA: SBIR/STTR 
Policy Directive

•Single directive by SBA

•Advises all Agencies

Agency-Specific: 
Regulations & 

Procedures

•Specific implementation  for each Agency

•Inconsistent
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Legislation
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Legislation

■ Small Business Innovation and Economic 
Security Act

– March 4, 2026

– Jointly introduced by Sen. Ernst and Sen. 
Markey in the Senate
■ Chairpersons of the Senate’s Small Business 

and Entrepreneurship Committee

– Passed the Senate unanimously

■ Next step: to the House of Representatives and 
then to the President for signature

■ C-Span March 3, 5:22 PM: Senate Session Part 
3 at c-span..org/congress/?chamber=senate

SBIES Act
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Full Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/3971?s=1&r=8



Legislation Passed the Senate

3/5/2026© 2026 TechOpp, Inc. All rights reserved.9

■ Senator Joni Ernst (R-IA)

■ Senator Ed Markey (D-MA)

The ‘‘A Bill to extend the SBIR/STTR and for other 
purposes’’, S.3971, was introduced by both Senator Ernst 
and Senator Markey (March 3) in the Senate and quickly 
passed by unanimous consent. It will now be sent to the 
House of Representatives, before being sent to the 
President’s desk.
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Small Business 
Impact
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Small Business Act

■ TechOpp took the S.3971 and incorporated 
the proposed changes into the Small 
Business Act

■ We then commented on each revised 
section of the Small Business Act to include 
those elements of interest to the Small 
Business Community

■ The bill has passed the Senate and now 
heads to the House

■ It is expected to pass the House without 
edits—timing is uncertain—expect this week 
or next week

Potential amendments 

per SBIES Act
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Line by Line Assessment S.3971 SBIES Act
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“Security Risk”

■ (i) the UFLPA Entity List maintained by 
the Department of Homeland Security

■ (ii) the Non-SDN Chinese Military-
Industrial Complex Companies List of the 
Office of Foreign Assets Control  maintained 
by the Department of the Treasury;

■ (iii) the Section 889 Prohibition List 
established under section 889 of the John 
S. McCain National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year  2019  (Public  Law 115–
232; 132 Stat. 1917) and maintained by 
the Department of Defense;

■ (iv) the list of Chinese Military companies 
required  under  section  1260H  of the 
William M. (Mac) Thornberry National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2021 (10 U.S.C. 113 note) and maintained 
by the Department of Defense;

Lists to avoid
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■ (v) the Military End User List 
maintained by the Bureau of Industry and 
Security of the Department of Commerce;

■ (vi) the Entity List maintained by the 
Bureau of Industry and Security of the 
Department of Commerce;

■ (vii) the List of Equipment and Services 
maintained by the Federal 
Communications Commission; or

■ (viii) the Withhold Release Orders and 
Findings List maintained by U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection;

■ (E) has a security risk with a primary 
source that is classified; or

■ (iii)(F) has a security risk that the Federal 
agency determines warrants a denial



Line by Line Assessment SBIES Act
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Line by Line Assessment SBIES Act
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Line by Line Assessment SBIES Act
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Call to Action
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Call to Action

■ Read the proposed legislation

■ Assess each “impact” and prepare. For example:

– “Security Risk” is a large part of the legislation
■ Build your case that exempts you from “the lists” noted

– “Advocate for… Phase III awards”
■ Create these business relationships now

– TABA offered by all Agencies
■ Determine which element of TABA is most beneficial to your business

– Commercialization support for topic’s technology or another element

– Pre-screen TABA vendors—draft your commercialization strategy

■ Be prepared for topic release—”peek preview” was posted on LinkedIn

What to do now
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Resources from 
TechOpp
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TechOpp Webinars Actionable Guidance

3/5/2026© 2026 TechOpp, Inc. All rights reserved.26

Register Here

Register Here

Techopp.com/webinars

• Continuously offering free training

• At Agency solicitation 

releases

• Address challenging 

solicitation requirements

• Create commercialization 

strategy

• How to write to the Evaluator

https://techopp.com/webinars/


SBIR Topic Search Tool
Enter capabilities, 

receive early 

notification of topics
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Location: https://techopp.com/resources/sbir-topic-search-tool/



Proposal Development

■ Free topic assessment/bid/no-bid counsel

■ Free TABA education and guidance—what are the benefits of TABA?

■ Strategy Guides for every federal solicitation

– Free for small businesses selecting TechOpp for TABA

■ Hands-on proposal development coaching to improve p-win

– Firm Fixed Price engagements beginning at $5K for 4-6 weeks

– Includes authorship of Commercialization Plan and acquisition of 

Letter(s) of Support

Free and Contracted 

Assistance
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Location: https://techopp.com/services/proposal-management-and-development/



Proposal Development

■ Free topic assessment/bid/no-bid counsel

■ Free TABA education and guidance—what are the benefits of TABA?

■ Strategy Guides for every federal solicitation

– Free for small businesses selecting TechOpp for TABA

■ Hands-on proposal development coaching to improve p-win

– Firm Fixed Price engagements beginning at $5K for 4-6 weeks

– Includes authorship of Commercialization Plan and acquisition of 

Letter(s) of Support

Free and Contracted 

Assistance

3/5/2026© 2026 TechOpp, Inc. All rights reserved.29

Location: https://techopp.com/services/proposal-management-and-development/



Direct Support How we can help
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Question & Answer
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Thank You
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Randy Simpson, COO

Randy.Simpson@TechOpp.com  |  540-744-5854

TechOpp, Inc.

Blacksburg, VA 24060

mailto:Randy.Simpson@TechOpp.com
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